12th Grade World Literature  
Historical Investigation/Film MLA Research Paper
This project will culminate in a 3-5 page paper due on Wednesday, November 9, 2011.
You must be prepared to turn in on the due date– no exceptions.

Your assignment:

1. Select an appropriate full-length feature film whose primary plot is drawn from an actual event in world history. 
2. Using a variety of research methods, identify the difference between the plot of the movie and the historical events as they are recorded in history.

3. After analyzing the film and researching the history, make an assertion thesis about why the director chose to make these changes.

4. Write an MLA Essay (3- 5 page paper) with attached Works Cited that identifies the difference between the film plot and the historical events as they are recorded in history, using citations from your sources as support.
5. You must use a minimum of 5 outside sources (secondary sources) plus your movie (primary source).  These must all be listed on the Works Cited page.

6. You must have a minimum of 8 direct quotations (at least one from each secondary source) for support with internal, MLA citations.
7. For questions,the following site has all of the information you will need:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
Scoring:

This assignment is a major Senior English research requirement and will count as two essays.  
Helpful Hints:

· Your primary source is the film itself. Research how to cite it on your Works Cited.
· A good place to get started might be reviews of the film.  Be careful to select credible reviews from reputable sources.  

· Try to find as many articles, books, and documentaries on your topic and characters as possible to use as sources.

· Take the time to craft a strong assertion thesis.
· Carefully consider the organization of your essay.  

Important Note:  Do not choose a film without consulting your parents first.  Do not view something that may offend you or your parents.  
Check the film reviews first and discuss your choice as a family.  
Rubric: 12th World Literature MLA Historical Film Research Project

CONTENT (40%) 
(  5   10    15   20   25  30  35  40 )


· Assertion thesis strength
· Insightful historical analysis

· Insightful film analysis

· Appropriate evidence – 8 direct quotations, all secondary sources are used
· Content presented accurately and thoroughly
· Sources balanced and well chosen
· Depth of development
ORGANIZATION  (20%)  (  5  10  15  20 )

· Overall plan
· Introduction/body/conclusion

· Sequence of ideas

· Grouping of ideas with paragraphs

· Transitions
MECHANICS (20%)
 (  5  10  15  20 )


· Sentence variety
· Word choice
· Sentence formation
· Usage

· mechanics
MLA Works Cited (20%)
(  5  10  15  20 )

· MLA format (header, font, spacing, etc.)

· Correct Works Cited (minimum of 5 credible sources – no wiki, blogs, or other self-editing sights; 1 primary source)
· MLA format 3-5 pages length   

· MLA textual citations (correct format, each source used in citations)

*** 5 point deduction if rubric is missing
100 TOTAL -  ______________

Comments:
