Creative Writing and Publication - Avalon
Centennial High School 2011-2012
Instructor:  Mrs. Martha Smith
Email:  smithmj@fultonschools.org
website:  mrsmsmith.weebly.com
Course Description:

Creative Writing and Publication is designed with three points of emphasis:

· Developing creative writing skills 

· Writing and analyzing prose and poetry for publication

· Creating the Centennial High School literary magazine, Avalon
Students in the course should accept the responsibility for their own learning and for all processes of the magazine’s conception.   This course and its instructor will facilitate learning and present objectives and concepts, but ultimately, the students in the course should accept responsibility for their growth as writers and for the publication of the magazine.  

Materials:

The Writer’s Notebook:  Students should maintain a one-subject, college-ruled, spiral-bound notebook throughout the academic year for weekly writing assignments.   

The Final Portfolio:  Students should attain one portfolio (binder or folder) in which they will showcase their original work at the end of each semester.   

What To Expect:

Creative Writing

Throughout the academic year, students will be working on individual writing portfolios.   Using the writer’s notebook and the workshopping process, students will create a minimum of eight original pieces.   Each semester, the instructor will teach specific techniques to enhance student-produced fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

Workshopping
This is the process of sharing drafts of prose/poetry with other student writers in order to discuss strengths and weaknesses.  Any piece submitted for the workshopping process should be typed (Times New Roman, 10 point font, double spaced).  Additionally, students will need to supply each participating class member with a copy of the piece being workshopped.   To minimize photocopies and to promote honest discussion, workshopping groups will be limited to five students or less.

Publication

During Fall Semester, students will choose a theme for the 2011-2012 Avalon magazine, encourage and collect student submissions, and make final decisions for the student work that will be published in this year’s publication.  In addition, we will have two dedicated writing days per week for students to write creatively. 

During Spring Semester, students will use InDesign and Photoshop to lay out the pages of the magazine.  Additionally, they will organize a release day to distribute and celebrate the magazine’s completion and solicit staff members for the following year.

Grading Policy and Scale: 
Final grades will be based on a point system with the following approximate values: 

	Assignment Description 
	Approximate Point Value 

	Writing Notebook 
	20% 

	Workshopping 
	20% 

	Final Portfolio
	20% 

	Sponsorships (Students will be responsible for soliciting sponsorships to raise money for the magazine.)
	10% 

	Final Exam 
	20% 

	Participation (Participation will be calculated on a bi-weekly basis. I am looking for students to work with their committees, focus on improving their writing and promoting Avalon, and work with the group.)
	10% 


Grading Policy 

90-100 

A 

80-89

B 

70-79 

C 

69 & below 
F 

Late Work:

Students may turn in workshopping pieces late with a penalty of 20 points per day until it is 4 days late, and the work will only earn a 40.  No late portfolios or writing notebooks will be accepted.
Make-up Work:  

When a student misses class, he or she should see the editor of his or her committee and find out what needs to be done to make up any missed work or participation opportunities.
Office Hours:

Students may seek assistance from the instructor before school or by appointment.  Parents may contact the instructor at the above email address or phone number. 
Recovery Policy:

Any student with a failing cumulative grade or a significant decline in achievement at the end of the 6 or 12 week grading period may be eligible for a recovery plan designed to provide additional opportunity for mastery of the course objectives. It is the student’s responsibility to request a recovery plan from the instructor.

Components of the Recovery Procedure:
· Student may not have earned any zeroes in gradebook

· Student must submit recovery form within three days of learning of decline or failure

· Teacher determines nature of recovery assignment

· Teacher determines time period to complete assignment

· No recovery assignments during the last two weeks of the semester

1. Recovery work must be completed in the time period designated by the teacher.

2. No recovery assignments will be made during the last two weeks of the semester.
CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely ones own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  

Expectations:

I expect Avalon students to express a genuine interest in writing and an enthusiasm for the magazine’s publication.  Avalon has always been a successful, wonderful experience for all, and I look forward to another wonderful year.

Parents and Students,

I am looking forward to a great year. My expectation is that each student come prepared to learn and contribute.  With the students’ help, I plan to create an open environment for teaching and learning.  I will be available during office hours for the students and parents to confer with me regarding the class, and I can be reached at any time at the following email address: smithmj@fultonschools.org.

I am excited about working with each student and parent to make this class a successful learning experience for all.

Thank you,

Martha J. Smith
 
Contact Information and Signatures

Please fill out the contact information, sign below, and detach and return to verify that you have received and read this syllabus.

Parent/Guardian Name(s) 

____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email(s)

____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s)
____________________________________

Best Way to Contact 


____________________________________

I have read the syllabus, and I understand the objectives, policies and procedures as stated.

________________________________________                   ​​​_____________________________

​Signature of student


                    Date
________________________________________                   _____________________________
Signature of parent/guardian

                   Date
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