A Lesson Before Dying
Study Guide Chapters 5-9
Chapter Five: 
Questions
1. The church is the meeting place for what? 
 

2. Why did school only meet 5 ½ months? 
 

3. Why does Grant go into such detail about the process by which Jefferson will be killed?
 

Quotes

1. "I knew, too, which of them would do something for themselves and which of them never would, regardless of what I did." – page 34 

2. "Other than that, all there was to see were old gray weather-beaten houses, with smoke rising out of the chimneys and drifting across the corrugated tin roofs." – page 37 

3. "They’re going to kill him in Bayonne. They’re going to sit him in a chair, they’re going to tie him down with straps, they’re going to connect wires to his head, to his wrists, to his legs, and they’re going to shoot electricity through the wires into his body until he’s dead." – page. 39
Chapter Six:
 Questions
1. Where has Grant gone? 
 

2. Where does he wait? 
 

3. Why does Edna make Grant reach in order to shake hands? 
 

4. How long does Grant wait before getting to see the men? 
 

5. How did Grant act that was insulting to the white men?

 
Quotes

1. "He ain’t betting ‘gainst you. He aint’ betting on you neither." – page 43 
 

2. "Whether I should act like the teacher that I was, or like the nigger that I was supposed to be." – page 47 
 

3. "I was supposed to have said ‘don’t.’ I was being too smart." – page 48 
 

4. "I was quiet. I knew when to be quiet." – page 49
Chapter Eight:
Questions
1. Once the wood is delivered who has the job of cutting it? 
 

2. When Grant begins to speak of his teacher, Matthew Antoine, what does he say he wanted from the teacher that other students didn’t? 
3. What does Antoine say Grant should do? 
 

4. Which year was Grant’s first year as a teacher?
 
Quotes
1. "And there were others who did not go anywhere but simply died slower." - page 62 
 

2. "You’ll see that it takes more than five and a half months to wipe away – peel – scrape away the blanket of ignorance that has been plastered and replastered over those brains in the past three hundred years." – page 64
