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	Advanced Placement Literature and Composition – 2011-2012

	Instructor:  Martha Smith
Room: G59
Email:  smithmj@fultonschools.org
Website:  www.mrsmsmith.weebly.com


COURSE OVERVIEW

The AP English course in Literature and Composition will engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.  Through the close reading of selected texts, we will deepen our understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers.  As we read, we will consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.
AP English Literature & Composition Course Description from the College Board 

ELEMENTS OF COURSE 
READING
A primary objective of AP Literature and Composition is that students will read with greater mastery of concepts, content, and correlation. To gain a deeper understanding of texts, the students must first read the texts. Each text will require comprehension at the literal, figurative, structural, stylistic, historical, psychological, and philosophical levels. Students are expected to read all assigned texts thoroughly and thoughtfully; often, it may be necessary to read an assignment more than once; research numerous aspects of the texts' content, context, and correlation to humanity.  We will analyze, in-depth, each work assigned; thus, abridgments/ summaries such as Spark Notes will not prepare the student for participation, and may not be used.  Students will compare and contrast given works for style, theme, tone, structure, characterization, philosophy, attitude, societal implications, and other as appropriate. 


Because this class aims at a deeper level of understanding texts, a large part of the learning process in this class will be student discussion of thought. Therefore, students must participate in class discussion and honor and respect all viewpoints presented, even when contrary to their own.  Such discussions will be
evaluated and require apt, accurate, original, and supported thought, organization and presentation.


WRITING

AP Literature and Composition students write frequently and for a variety of purposes. On the AP test and throughout the course, students will demonstrate their analytical comprehension of literature through writing. Such essays will exhibit excellence in the following:

· a precise and wide-ranging vocabulary

· effective and inventive sentences which demonstrate appropriate grammatical constructions 

· logical organization enhanced by sophisticated transitions and rhetorical devices

· compelling argumentation including the integration of evidence and the development of original ideas.

These formal assignments will include in-class, timed writing as well as out-of-class, crafted essays. Mature writers re-evaluate, revise, and rewrite essays in order to improve; students will have the opportunity to revise formal essays frequently throughout the course to improve not only the work, but also the student grade. Students will use secondary sources on at least one essay each semester. 

The students will also regularly engage in informal writing to react to readings, discover their own views, explore themes and concepts, or respond to one another. Such writing will occasionally be turned in for instructor evaluation but will more frequently be kept by the student for reference and inspiration. Students should expect to write something every day. Throughout the year, we will focus on practice AP Literature and Composition prompts released by the College Board.   

COURSE TEXTS
Primary: 
Arp, Thomas, Greg Johnson, and Laurence Perrine, eds. Perrine’s Literature:  Structure, Sound, and Sense. ($55) 
Glenn, Cheryl, Robert K. Miller, Suzanne Strobeck Webb, and Loretta Gray. Hodges’ Harbrace Handbook. ($30)

Supplemental: 
Dante, Inferno



Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart

Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights

 

Sophocles, Oedipus Rex


Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five

Shakespeare, Othello


Shakespeare, The Taming of the Shrew
Toni Morrison, Beloved


Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire





Independent Novels:


Alias Grace – Margaret Atwood

One Hundred Years of Solitude – Gabriel Garcia Marquez

The Inheritance of Loss – Kiran Desai

The Book of Ruth – Jane Hamilton

Lords of Misrule – Jaimy Gordon

Wolf Hall – Hilary Mantel

The Patron Saints of Liars – Ann Patchett

Possession – A.S. Byatt

White Teeth – Zadie Smith

The Finkler Question – Howard Jacobson

White Tiger – Aravind Adiga

The Sea – John Banville

The Gathering – Anne Enright

Let the Great World Spin – Colum McCann

A Visit from the Goon Squad – Jennifer Egan

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao – Junot Diaz

March – Geraldine Brooks

The Plague of Doves – Louise Erdrich

Room – Emma Donoghue

The Privileges – Jonathan Dee

The Surrendered – Chang-rae Lee

All Souls – Christine Schutt

Half Blood Blues – Esi Edugyan

In a Strange Room – Damon Galcut

The Long Song – Andrea Levy

Film

Apocalypse Now, Othello, Taming of the Shrew (specific scenes)
GRADING

The grading scale for this school year will be 90-100: A; 80-89: B; 70-79: C; 69 or below: F.

The following formula will be used to evaluate student progress:

Midterm


15%

Final



20%
Participation


  5%
The remaining 60% of the grade will come from a variety of assignment which will be evaluated according to a “total points” system. 
SAMPLE COURSE ACTIVITIES 
Class discussion/seminars: On most we will engage in class discussion. You should always come to class with insightful comments and questions to bring to the group. The instructors will provide a variety of exploratory activities including annotation, freewriting, reading journals, and response papers to help you prepare for class discussion and other assignments.   Occasionally, discussions will be evaluated using a seminar rubric. 
Performance Assignments:  This moniker refers to any assignment (for a group or an individual) that happens outside of class.  Such assignments ask students to draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about a work’s artistry and quality, its social and cultural values and might include a literary circle project, creative or narrative projects, and research-based literary analysis essays; these are described in detail on the next page.  Although we may allocate some class time for these assignments, you are expected to fulfill most of the requirements out of class. 
Writing Samples: You should expect some in-class writing experience every week; not every experience will be a formal essay graded with an AP-style rubric.  The informal essays will be used in variety of ways. You will have at least four or five formal writing samples, and at least that many informal.

Midterm: The midterm exam each semester will cover the content of the course to that point and follow the format of an actual AP exam. While not the focus of the AP class, the midterms will measure your understanding of the material and your ability to apply the analytical skills you are developing in the course.    

Miscellaneous: Quizzes, portfolio checks, any other academic sundries fall into this category. The instructor will include these assignments as necessary, but they will decline in frequency throughout the year. 
Simulated AP Literature Exam: In Semester Two, the students will take a practice AP exam using released exam material from the College Board. This simulation will count as the semester final exam. 

SEMESTER ONE 
	 Weeks 
	Topic/ major work 


One - two
Introduction to course;  Summer Reading Assessment; introduction to style and analysis; how to annotate a text; Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead group performance assessment/Drama Literature Circle Assessment; “Kiddie Lit” analysis assignment

The Poisonwood Bible – class discussions & activities, connections to HTRLLP readings, writing workshop – understanding the prompt & crafting a thesis, multiple choice practice, Socratic seminar; Close Reading Analysis
Three - four
Poetry Bootcamp: Focus on Poetic Devices & Form – this is an introduction to poetry; however poetry will be studied throughout the year; discussion of most common literary elements in poetry; how to explicate a poem; poetry explication assessment; selections from Perrine’s Structure, Sound & Sense



Timed Writing Sample #1 from poetry prompt



College Narrative Essay 



Unit One: Beliefs & Values
Five - Ten
Unit Introduction; Oedipus- discussion of tragedy; in class and out of class readings; multiple choice practice; comprehension quizzes, paired poetry analysis; Socratic seminar; 
Dante’s Inferno; class and group projects; Close Reading Analysis; Socratic seminar; “Young Goodman Brown” & “A Good Man is Hard to Find” analysis; summative assessment on both major texts; 
Timed Writing Sample #2 - Inferno



Midterm Assessment



Unit Two: Journeys & Discoveries

Eleven - Eighteen
Heart of Darkness, Things Fall Apart, discussion on theme and comparison of two texts; blog assignment; writing workshop - Long Literary Analysis; related poetry readings, 
Timed Writing Sample #3 – Heart of Darkness



Longer Literary Analysis Due
Seventeen

Independent Novel Presentations, Timed Writing Sample #4
Eighteen


Semester Final Exams, Winter Reading Assignment, Slaughterhouse Five
SEMESTER TWO SCHEDULE BY WEEK 
	Week beginning 
	Topic/ major work 





Unit Three: Love & Family

One - Nine

Wuthering Heights and related readings




Writing Workshop:  the open prompt; Creative Project



Poetry mini-unit:  Focus on Literary History, Timed Writing Sample #5



Introduction to Shakespeare & Comedy



The Taming of the Shrew and related readings




The Taming of the Shrew (film), Short Literary Analysis Essay Due



Othello and related readings, Timed Writing Sample #6



Othello and related readings

Nine


Midterm Assessment, 




Unit Four: Synthesizing Themes 
Ten-Twelve
Beloved and related readings; multiple choice practice; writing workshop – revise one timed writing



Timed Writing Sample #7
Thirteen


A Streetcar Named Desire and related readings, Final Assessment 
Fourteen


Spring Break: work on Synthesis Project
Fifteen


Synthesis Project Due: Review for AP Exam, Timed Writing Sample #8
Sixteen


Review for AP Exam

Seventeen

AP Literature Exam:
Eighteen


Final Projects 
Nineteen

Film Study
Twenty


Final Exams/Graduation

· Teaching and learning require improvisation; the instructors reserve the right to adjust the schedule to meet these needs. 
CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at C---- High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  

AP Philosophy

This course is designed to give students the skills and preparation necessary for success on the AP Literature and Composition exam.  Those same skills are needed for success in the freshman English classroom at the college level.   Please note that even though I expect all of the students enrolled in this course to take the national exam, that experience is not the chief goal of this course.  I expect students to come to this class with a general enthusiasm for the written word and thoughtful discourse; I expect and hope that students leave this course with a true love (or at least respect) for the study of literature.  With the students’ help, I hope to create a classroom environment that encourages all students to contribute, question, and reflect on the ideas we encounter through a variety of texts.   

PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS* - Assessments are subject to change
	Unit One:  Beliefs & Values

	College Essay
	Personal Narrative
	Using a prompt from a college application, you will write an essay which tells a story in order to reveal a truth about you.  Essay will consist of rough draft with opportunity to edit to final draft copy.

	Independent Novel
	Multi-Genre Project
	Students select a novel of their choice and read it independently throughout the semester.  Students have several tasks to complete with the assignment including literary analysis, prompt development, reader response, and creation of a commercial with presentation.

	Close Reading Essay
	Interpretation developed by textual analysis
	Select a brief (100 words or fewer) passage from an assigned reading and do a close reading of the text.  Your close reading will support interpretation.

	Unit Two:  Journeys & Discoveries

	Longer Literary Analysis Essay
	Extended explanation/interpretation of text based on literary criticism
	For this research project, you will take a particular critical approach to Heart of Darkness.  You will then write your own literary analysis essay, viewing the text through that “lens” and selecting textual evidence to support it.  Your research will involve understanding the intricacies of the critical approach you choose, as well as reading other critics who may agree or disagree with your ideas.

	Summative Assessments
	Final assessments of some texts
	Final assessments of some units will involve AP style exam questions including multiple choice and timed writings; exams will also require short analysis of themes, symbols, motifs, characterization and other literary elements.

	
	
	

	Unit Three: Love & Family

	Short Literary Analysis Essay
	Argument developed by comparison
	Choose two poems to analyze from our poetry packet or from your text book.  The poems should somehow relate to our current thematic study – love and family.  In your argument, you will discuss how each poet addresses the topic paying close attention to tone and style including form, figurative language, etc. and using ample textual evidence to support your claim.


	Drama Literature Circle
	Extended evaluation/interpretation of multiple texts
	After selecting a contemporary play and researching its biographical and historical context, each group will select a scene that exemplifies both the playwright’s style and the text’s connection to the unit.  The group will present the scene and each group member will write a one-age interpretation.

	Unit Four:  Synthesizing Themes

	Synthesis Project
	Extended evaluation/interpretation of multiple texts
	Using a variety of resources, identify a novel, a play, a short story and two poems that explore a common theme.  Your final product should be a documented paper discussing the manifestations of this theme in all five texts paying particular attention to the styles of the authors and the various genre conventions.  Your will not use outside sources.

	Poetry Unit (throughout)

	Poetry Analysis/Explication
	Analysis of poetic language, form, and history
	Using a variety of poetry, you will review what you already know about poetry; think about how to connect poetry terminology to themes and big ideas; apply close reading strategies to poetry; and practice writing multiple-choice questions


	Expectations for students

	1. Be in class.  If you cannot be in class, arrangements MUST be made immediately upon your return to school (or prior to your absence, if possible) for you to make up any work you might miss.  All work must be completed within one week’s time of the absence to avoid receiving a zero for the assignment. In addition, an “excused absence” slip must be presented to receive full credit for the assignment. (Please be advised that there has been a change in CHS policy for the 2006-2007 school year. Students will be able to use a note from a parent/guardian for up to ten excused absences per year. All absences after the first ten must be verified with proper documentation, i.e. a doctor’s note.) Students are responsible for determining specifically what was covered during the absence. 

2. Be on time. The school policy on tardiness will be in effect in this classroom.  Students are expected to be familiar with this section of the student handbook.
3. Be prepared mentally. Demonstrate respect, enthusiasm, and dedication in the classroom and in all aspects of your academic life.

4. Be aware that any violations of CHS rules and policies outlined in the Agenda will be met with the appropriate consequence.
5. Be aware that any late work will be penalized ten points per day late, with the exception of most daily assignments which will not be accepted after the due date. 
6. Please review the Recovery Policy as stated in Centennial High School agenda.

	Expectations for parents

	1. Be actively involved in your student’s progress in this class. 

2. Be a partner in helping your child meet my expectations for him/her.

3. Be in touch! Communication between you, your child, and me is essential.



	Expectations for the instructor

	1. Believe in every student and his or her potential for success.

2. Be available for opportunities for extra help or guidance outside of class time.  Currently, my office hours are Wednesday mornings.  I will also be available by appointment.

3. Be fair, respectful, and courteous, modeling the behavior I expect in my classroom.


This syllabus was created in collaboration with AP teachers from Centennial High School using materials provided by the College Board.


