Twelfth World—Magical Realism—Big Fish Viewing Log

Big Fish is the tale of how a son, William Bloom (Billy Crudup), tries to piece together a picture of the life of his father, Edward (Albert Finney), based on the facts he can uncover, the accounts of his mother, Sandy (Jessica Lange), and the tall tales told by the old man. Edward is an inveterate storyteller, with a penchant for embellishing events from his own life. As William puts it, "In telling the story of my father's life, it's impossible to separate fact from fiction, the man from the myth." But now Edward is dying and William must come to terms with all aspects of his father - the real and the imaginary. In the process, he discovers that some of Edward's supposed fantasies aren't as outlandish as he supposed.
Directions: Choose any 15 of the scenes listed below and discuss whether the scene is realistic, fantastic or a fusion of both.  
1. Opening

2. An Alabama Swamp Witch

3. Ed Bloom (current & sick)

4. Three Years Confinement

5. Hot shot in Hicksville

6. Karl the Giant

7. Shortcut through the woods

8. Welcome to Spectre

9. The naked girl in the River

10. Crow Dreams

11. The Calloway Circus

12. The Love of his life

13. Amos Calloway
14. The Werewolf

15. Already Engaged to be Married

16. The Courtship of Sandra Templeton

17. Ping and Jing, Siamese Twins?

18. Iceberg Metaphor

19. Handi-matic Salesman

20. Norther Winslow, the bank robber

21. Jennifer Hill

22. An unusual thunderstorm

23. Dying Spectre

24. Beaman’s Daughter

25. Fixing Jenny’s Shack

26. Your Father had a stroke

27. The River Story

28. Funeral for a Friend

