
College/Personal Narrative Essay
Smith
Expositive narrative writing is a type of non-fiction in which the author tells a story in order to prove a point. In a personal narrative, the writer tells a story about himself or herself in order to reveal a truth. 
ELA Standards

1. ELA12W1:  The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a focus, and signals closure

a. establishes a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis or perspective

b. Uses precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and active rather than passive voice

c. uses traditional structures for conveying information

d. supports statements and claims (e.g. anecdotes, descriptions, facts & statistics, specific examples)

2. ELA12W4:  The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process

a. plans and drafts independently

b. revises writing for specific audiences, purposes, and formality of the contexts

c. revises text to highlight the individual voice and to improve sentence variety and style

d. revises writing to enhance subtlety of meaning

e. edits writing to improve word choice, grammar, punctuation

3. ELA12C1: The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language
Format:  2-3 pages MLA typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font

Rough draft due:  Friday, September 7, 2011
Final draft and all process materials due: Tuesday, September 16, 2011
Turn in copy of college requirement for essay, brainstorming sheet, peer-edited rough draft, final draft, rubric (stapled in this order with rubric on top).
Topic Choices:

1. Many colleges and universities require students to write a personal essay as a part of the admissions process. If you have to write a college essay for a college application, feel free to use that topic for this assignment –follow all directions in application.
2. Choose a scholarship application topic from the CHS Counseling Center – follow all directions in application.
3. If you are not using a college application or scholarship topic, you may choose a topic from the list provided.
College Essay Rubric – Attach this rubric face-up onto the FRONT of your essay!

Name _________________________________________________Period ___________

	
	Minimal

0-6
	Good

7-8
	Excellent

9-10

	Evidence of process (prewriting/ revision)


	
	
	

	Responds to assigned topic


	
	
	

	Main idea is clearly stated; essay maintains focus


	
	
	

	Main idea is developed appropriately with description, anecdote, detail, etc.

	
	
	

	Effective introduction and  conclusion


	
	
	

	Paragraphs flow logically, aided by the use of transitions
	
	
	

	Uses precise words appropriate to the audience and topic
	
	
	

	Varies sentence structure
	
	
	

	Avoids serious errors in agreement and subordination
	
	
	

	Avoids serious errors in mechanics and usage


	
	
	

	Total Score & Comments
	


