Checklist/Peer Edit for College Narrative Essay

Author’s Name:

Peer Editor’s Name:

Make sure at least one peer-editor reads your essay and makes comments on this sheet and on the paper itself.  
Peer editors: Use the guidelines below to help you write your suggestions.
1. Is the opening paragraph interesting?  Does it explain the purpose of the essay?  Why or why not?
Author:  Revise your paper so that you:

· rewrite your introduction so that it grabs the reader’s attention

· make sure your purpose fits the assigned topic

· Consider ideas offered by the editor
2. Are the paragraphs unified?  Are there enough transitions to allow the ideas to blend smoothly?
Author:  Revise your paper so that you:

· Add/expand paragraphs

· change/add words that show time,  order, smooth transitions
3. Are there clear and specific supporting details?  Circle all emotion words.  Draw a box around all sentences that use sensory images of taste, touch, smell, hear or see. 
Author:  Revise your paper so that you:

· keep/add 5 words that show emotion

· keep all sensory images of taste, touch, smell, hear, or see and add 5 more
4. Word choice:  circle all the powerful verbs; underline all weak verbs; circle all colorful adjectives; underline all boring adjectives
Author:  Revise your paper so that you:

· Add 5 more powerful verbs

· Change all the weak verbs to powerful verbs

· Add 5 more colorful adjectives

· Change all the boring adjectives to colorful ones
5. Check and circle/correct spelling errors, run-on sentences, comma splices, and fragments.

6. Check and circle/correct subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.

7. Check for punctuation errors.  Commas make up about three-fourths of all punctuation marks.

8. Is this paper a proper reflection of a soon-to-be college freshman? Explain.
9. Is this the type of essay that stands out in your mind? Explain.
