Cyrano de Bergerac Essay Test 
12th World Literature

Directions: 

1. Choose one of the following questions to answer in a well-developed, 4-5 paragraph essay.
2. Create a complete outline.
3. You may use the outline to write the final copy of your essay in class.
4. Your outline must include at least 4 quotations from the text to support your ideas.  You will not have the text when you write your final essay.
5. Include a thesis statement in your outline.
6. You will be required to turn in your outline with your final essay.  Ten points will be deducted from essay grade for missing outline.
Essay Choices
1. In the last act, what is the significance of Cyrano’s remark, “There is one crown I bear away with me… unspotted from the world… my white plume”?  Discuss the symbolism of the white plume.
2. Discuss how each of the following characters evolve or fail to evolve during the course of the play and why it is significant.  Cite incidents from the play to support your answer.

a. Roxane 


c. Christian

b. Cyrano


               d. De Guiche

3. A tragic  hero encompasses many of the following traits: born of noble birth, responsible for his own fate, has a tragic flaw, falls from great heights, doomed to make a serious error in judgment, realizes s/he has made an irreversible mistake, faces and accepts death with honor, and meets a tragic death. Based on these criterions of a tragic hero, defend or refute Cyrano as a tragic hero.
4. Was Cyrano right to conceal his identify as the real author of the passionate words and letters to Roxanne, even after Christian’s death?  In your essay, state your opinions supporting them logically with examples from the play.
Rubric for Literary Analysis of Cyrano de Bergerac
	Mark
	Typical Qualities

	0-10
	· No understanding of text

· Unable to express ideas in essay form

· Many mistakes and understandings

· More than 11 grammatical errors

	11-20
	· Prepared answer approach with little analysis

· Simple retelling of plot

· No particular structure or organization

· No relevant textual substantiation

· 9-11 grammatical errors

	21-30
	· Reasonable knowledge of text
· Some good points, but not developed

· Points may not be related to the question

· Poor evidence or lack of substantiation, 2-3 quotations

· 5-8 grammatical errors

· 

	31-40
	· Points clearly arranged and comprehensible

· Four or five major points of comment

· These points are substantiated with evidence from the text (at least 4)

· Interpretation evident

· 4-5 grammatical mistakes

	41-50
	· Mastery of the question

· Structured response

· Good range of evidence from the text (at least 4 quotations)

· Perceptive interpretation

· Fluent writing style

· Literary present tense

· No grammatical errors
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