AP Lit & Comp

Diction Activity
Consider:

Her face was white and sharp and slightly gleaming in the candlelight, like bone.  No hint of pink.  And the hair.  So fine, so pale, so much, crimped by its plaiting into springy zigzag tresses, clouding neck and shoulders, shining metallic in the candlelight, catching a hint, there it was, of green again, from the reflection of a large glazed cache-pot containing a vigorous sword-leafed fern.

- A. S. Byatt, Possession:  A Romance
1. When the author describes a face “like bone,” what feelings are suggested?

2. How can hair be “clouding neck and shoulders”? What picture does this word create for the reader?

3. Substitute another noun for bone in sentence one.  Your substitution should change the meaning and feeling of the sentence.  Explain how the noun changes the sentence’s connotation and impact.

Consider:

Close by the fire sat an old man whose countenance was furrowed with distress.

- James Boswell, Boswell’s London Journal
1. What does the word furrowed connote about the man’s distress?

2. How would the impact of the sentence be changed if furrowed were changed to lined?

3. Write a sentence using a verb to describe a facial expression.  Imply through your verb choice that the expression is intense.  Use Boswell’s sentence as a model.

Consider:  

Doc awakened very slowly and clumsily like a fat man getting out of a swimming pool.  His mind broke the surface and fell back several times.

- John Steinbeck, Cannery Row

1. What is the subject of the verb broke?  What does this tell you about Doc’s ability to control his thinking at this point in the story?

2. To what does surface refer?  Remember that good writers often strive for complexity rather than simplicity.

3. List three active verbs that could be used to complete the sentence below.  Explain the connation for each one.
He ______________ into the crowded auditorium.

Consider:

A rowan* like a lipsticked girl.
* a small deciduous tree native to Europe, having white flower clusters and orange berries.

-Seamus Heaney, “Song,” Field Work
Discuss:

1. Other than the color, what comes to mind when you think of a lipsticked girl?

2. How would it change the meaning and feeling of the line if, instead of lipsticked girl, the author wrote girl with lipstick on?

3. Write a simile comparing a tree with a domesticated animal.  In your simile, use a word that is normally used as a noun (like lipstick) as an adjective (like lipsticked).  
