Selecting Your Primary Source
 
The most important thing to remember when selecting your primary source (the film) is whether or not the plot is based on a historical event.

 
There are plenty of films that are simply set in a historical era and feature a completely fictional plot (Pearl Harbor; Titanic).  Likewise, there are plenty of movies that feature real people in completely fictional settings (Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure; A Knight’s Tale).  None of these would be acceptable.  Your task is to find a movie that actually draws both its main characters and main plot line from real life.  You may choose your film from this list.  Several of these films are rates R; you are responsible for researching your choice and obtaining parent permission to focus on the film you choose. You may not use the film we model in class (Hotel Rwanda).  
Attached is the parental permission form that must be returned by October 5.
· Anastasia (based upon Grand Duchess Anastasia Nikolaevna of Russia and the activities of Anna Anderson) 

· The Battleship Potemkin (the Battleship Potemkin uprising) 

· Breaker Morant (Harry "Breaker" Morant, an Australian Lieutenant who ordered the summary execution of several prisoners during the Second Boer War in 1901) 

· A Bridge Too Far (Operation Market Garden) 

· Downfall (the defeat of Adolf Hitler) 

· Evita (Evita Peron) 

· Flags of Our Fathers (Battle of Iwo Jima from American perspective) 

· Gandhi (Mahatma Gandhi) 

· Judgment at Nuremberg (the post WWII Nuremberg Trials) 

· Letters from Iwo Jima (Battle of Iwo Jima from Japanese perspective) 

· The Longest Day (D-Day during WW II) 

· Michael Collins (Irish Michael Collins) 

· Saving Private Ryan (D-Day and its aftermath) 

· Schindler's List (a story about Oskar Schindler set during WW II) 

· Sink the Bismarck! (the WW II German battleship Bismarck, which was sunk in 1941) 

· Tora! Tora! Tora! (the attack on Pearl Harbor in WW II) 

· Young Winston (the biography Winston Churchill before he became Britain's WW II-era Prime Minister) 
· All the President's Men (the Nixon-era Watergate scandal) 

· The Battle of Algiers (set during the 1960s Algerian War of Independence) 

· Blood Diamond (set during the Sierra Leone Civil War) 

· Bloody Sunday (1972 Bloody Sunday shootings) 

· Cry Freedom (set during the apartheid era of South Africa) 

· Full Metal Jacket (Vietnam War) 

· Good Night, and Good Luck. (Edward R. Murrow) 

· The Good Shepherd (rise of |CIA Counter-intelligence leading up to the Bay of Pigs Invasion)  

· The Killing Fields (the Khmer Rouge's genocide) 

· The Last King of Scotland (Ugandan President Idi Amin) 

· Platoon (Vietnam War) 

· The Right Stuff (the Project Mercury space launches) 

· Savior (soldier during the Bosnian War in former Yugoslavia) 

· Sometimes in April (the 1990s Rwandan Genocide) 

· Z (the assassination of Gregoris Lambrakis) 
· MILK
· The Great Debaters
· Catch Me If You Can
· Valkeryie
· Frost/Nixon
· Monster
· The Diary of Ann Frank: the Whole Story (2001)
· Ali
· Amadeus
· Amistad
· Apollo 13
· The Aviator
· A Beautiful Mind
· Black Hawk Down
· The Blind Side
· Braveheart
· Bonnie & Clyde
· Born on the Fourth of July
· Boys Don’t Cry
· Capote
· Cinderella Man
· City of God
· A Cry in the Dark
· Dead Man Walking
· Defiance
· The Elephant Man
· Frida
· Gangs of New York
· Ghosts of Mississippi
· Glory 
· Goodfellas
· Gorillas in the Mist
· The Great Escape
· Immortal Beloved
· In the Name of the Father
· The Insider
· Invectus
· JFK
· The Killing Fields
· Malcolm X
· Mississippi Burning
· Munich
· Murder in the First
· My Left Foot
· Norma Rae
· North Country
· The Pianist
· Power of One
· Quiz Show
· Rabbit Proof Fence

· Ray

· Reversal of Fortune

· Schindler’s List

· Sarafina

· Shaku Zulu

· Shine

· Silkwood

· Syriana

· Thirteen Days

· Uprising

