Independent Reading Assignment

AP English Literature and Composition

1. Select a novel from the list provided and turn in a permission slip.  If you choose a work not on the list, I must approve the work before the due date. You must decide what you will read by Tuesday, September 6.  
2. Stylistic Prose Techniques (50 points)
· As you read, notice the stylistic techniques that the author uses to communicate more effectively and powerfully.  

· Examples of stylistic techniques are point of view, tone, diction, syntax, narrative pace, humor, satire, figurative language, imagery, irony, selection of detail, and many more.  

· Prepare a list of at least ten (10) examples of powerful prose techniques.  

· Define the term in your own words, cite the example from the text, and provide a brief analysis of how the author uses the technique effectively.  

· This assignment must be typed and not longer than two pages. 

3. Reader Response (20 points)
· Divide your book into fourths.  After you finish reading each fourth, write a reader response/reaction to that section.  These responses should be handwritten and limited to the space provided on the Reading Response Sheet.  Please do not write a plot summary.  Naturally, you will include some plot, but I want to read your reactions to what is happening in the novel and to the characters and their personalities and motivations.

4. Prompt  (10 points)
· Choose one (1) passage from the novel. 

· This passage should be several sentences and/or paragraphs long—at least long enough to get some feel or idea of the author’s style.  Pretend that you are on the Test Development Committee for AP English.  Write a prompt similar to the prompts that you have seen this semester (and last year) on the prose analysis section of the literature exam.  Type the passage on a separate sheet of paper—singled spaced.

5. Commercial (20 points)
· Prepare a 1- to 2-minute advertisement for your book.  The purpose of your presentation will be to encourage others to read your book.  Your presentation must be no more than two minutes long. You may use visuals to enhance your presentation.  I will have available for your use an overhead projector, an LCD projector, and a TV-VCR.  Please tell me in advance what you will need for your presentation.

· If someone reads your book during second semester (before the AP English Exam) and writes a two-page reaction to that book, I will add one point to his/her second semester average and two points to your second semester average.  [Details concerning the two-page reaction will follow.]

6. Turn in the Stylistic Prose Techniques Sheet, Reader Response Sheet, and Prompt on the day that you give your presentation.  Place the Evaluation Sheet on top.  Paper clip the sheets together—do not staple.

7. Do not procrastinate—this assignment is due the week of December 5th.   
Independent Novel List

1. Alias Grace – Margaret Atwood

2. One Hundred Years of Solitude – Gabriel Garcia Marquez

3. The Inheritance of Loss – Kiran Desai

4. The Book of Ruth – Jane Hamilton

5. Lords of Misrule – Jaimy Gordon

6. Wolf Hall – Hilary Mantel

7. The Patron Saints of Liars – Ann Patchett
8. Possession – A.S. Byatt

9. White Teeth – Zadie Smith

10. The Finkler Question – Howard Jacobson

11. White Tiger – Aravind Adiga

12. The Sea – John Banville
13. The Gathering – Anne Enright

14. Let the Great World Spin – Colum McCann

15. A Visit from the Goon Squad – Jennifer Egan

16. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao – Junot Diaz

17. March – Geraldine Brooks

18. The Plague of Doves – Louise Erdrich

19. Room – Emma Donoghue
20. The Privileges – Jonathan Dee

21. The Surrendered – Chang-rae Lee

22. All Souls – Christine Schutt

23. Half Blood Blues – Esi Edugyan

24. In a Strange Room – Damon Galcut

25. The Long Song – Andrea Levy
26. Song of Solomon – Toni Morrison

27. Snow Falling on Cedars – David Guterson

28. The Stone Angel – Margaret Laurence

29. The God of Small Things – Arundhati Roy

30. Reservation Blues – Sherman Alexi

31. Bel Canto – Ann Patchett
AP Literature & Composition

Independent Novel Permission Slip

Fall 2011

Dear Parent:

Your student will be taking part in an independent novel study this semester.  Students should select their own novel from the choices I have provided them.  These novels are some of modern fiction’s best selections and are drawn from Pulitzer Prize winners, National Book Award winners, and The Man Booker Prize.  If the novel was not the actual winner, it was on the short list for consideration.  Although all these selections are “AP worthy” and can be used for the Free Response question on the AP Exam, some of the books have adult situations and strong sexual content.  Please take some time to review your child’s choice with them and sign below if you permit your child to read the book of their choice.  If the book does not meet your approval, your child can bring in a selection of his/her choice and I can evaluate if it meets the AP criteria for a novel of literary merit.

I certify that _______________________________________________________can read                     





Student’s Name

______________________________________________________________________ for the 
Independent Novel assignment.  

                                                             _________________________________________________________

 Signature of parent/guardian                                       date

Please return this signed form with your chosen novel by Tuesday, September 6.  
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