AP Lit and Comp

Long Literary Analysis with Literary Criticism
Directions:  Create a thesis in which you analyze something about the literary technique, form, etc. that ultimately helps develop a specific theme in Heart of Darkness.   Your paper should be 4-6 pages in length, and include textual evidence from the primary source and direct support from three to five outside sources.  Your paper should also follow the correct MLA formatting rules.  
You may choose from one of the following topics or develop your own idea.
Suggested Topics for Heart of Darkness
1. Discuss the function of the frame story in the structure of Heart of Darkness.  Explain the role of the listeners as well as the narrators in your discussion of that frame.

2. Using specific textual references show that Heart of Darkness is an indictment of the brutal rapacity with which European colonialism exploited Africa.

3. Marlow claims that he hates, detests “and can’t bear a lie.”  He goes on to say that “there is a taint of death, a flavour of mortality in lies.”  Yet he lies to the Intended at the conclusion of the story.  Examine the process which brings Marlow from one conviction to the other.

4. Explain and analyze the dualism in Kurtz’s character.  What is significant about this duality?

5. Inner restraint is an important topic in Heart of Darkness.  Analyze the cannibals on the boat, the Pilgrims, Kurtz, and Marlow in relation to this topic.  What is a theme associated with inner restraint?

6. Discuss Conrad’s view of women as revealed through the aunt, the Intended, and Kurtz’s mistress.

7. Discuss Conrad’s use of color, particularly black and white.  Does he follow the traditional use of black for evil and white for good?  To what degree is there reversal?  Are both symbols of evil?  A second topic choice is to discuss Conrad’s use of color other than black and white.

8. Justify the paradox that the greatest illumination comes from the moment of greatest darkness in Kurtz’s career.

9. Conrad uses several clusters of images in Heart of Darkness—images of brightness, gloom, isolation, madness, disease, sterility, physical decomposition, diabolism, and violent death.  Choose one of these and show how this image relates to a theme or develops a theme.  You must incorporate as many references from the text as possible for the image you choose in your essay, as well as adequate explanation of that image.

10. Kurtz’s last cry, “The horror! The horror!” takes the reader to the meaning of the whole African venture for Marlow.  Discuss one of the following:

a. the cry is the story’s ultimate comment on the European civilizing of Africa

b. the cry is understood to mean Kurtz’s actions have been horrible

c. the cry is understood to mean all existence is horrible

Important Dates:

Media Center for research



November 17, 18, 22
Annotated Bibliography and Outlines Due


Wednesday, November 30
Rough Draft Due





Monday, December 12
Papers Due (final draft and process)


Friday, December 16 (or earlier)

Long Literary Analysis Rubric:

Content:  Content includes all of the information within the essay.  Make sure all of the information you include is relevant to the thesis statement. (40 points)
· Paper addresses a theme or concept in a major work

· Thesis statement is evident and specific

· Ample textual evidence is included from the primary source
· No quotes in the thesis statement or topic sentences

· Paper includes secondary sources that help support your major points

· At least 3 credible outside sources should be cited in the paper excluding your primary source

Style:  Style is your voice.  Writing formally does not mean that personality does not show.  When writing use sentence structure and diction to allow the reader to understand who you are. (20 points)
· Third person (first person is sometimes OK if it makes your paper much, much stronger)

· Definitely no “I think,” “I feel,” “I believe”

· Literary present

· Use effective, intelligent diction, but do not be verbose or unclear for the sake of diction

· Your own voice is evident

· Use a variety of sentence structures

· Show a sense of audience

Structure:  Structure is the way the essay is organized and formatted.  There should be an obvious, logical order to your essay. (20 points)
· Paper includes an introduction, a body, and a conclusion

· Process is included – prewriting (jot list, outline, etc.), annotated bibliography with comments from me, outline, rough draft (typed or hand written, but with changes included)

· 12 point font, professional font style (TNR, Garamond, etc.), and one-inch margins

· Paper should be 5 pages in length

· MLA format with proper parenthetical documentation

· Paper contains effective transitions

Mechanics:  Know your grammar and usage. (20 points)
· No grammatical or mechanical errors (
· Appropriate punctuation

· Careful with fragments and run-ons (especially comma splices)

· Pronoun/antecedent agreement

· No  “this” should be unattached

