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AP Lit & Comp 

Oedipus notes

	
	What happens/

what do we learn
	What did you notice?

What images come into your mind?
	Any irony? Foreshadowing?

	Prologue
	
	
	

	Parados
	
	
	

	Scene 1
	
	
	

	Ode 1
	
	
	

	Scene 2
	
	
	

	Ode 2
	
	
	

	Scene 3
	
	
	

	Ode 3
	
	
	

	Scene 4
	
	
	

	Ode 4 
	
	
	

	Exodus
	
	
	


Discussion questions: Bring your written preparation to class on _________________________. 

1. Consider the use of blindness and sight as a motif.  What purposes does this serve?

2. To what extent is Oedipus responsible for his final outcome?  Consider Sophocles’ purpose as well as Aristotelian aesthetics.

3. From a psychological standpoint, Oedipus’ conflict is the search for identity.  Can this conflict be viewed as psychological realism (something common to human experience) or does the play rely too much on unnatural or outrageous events to be seen in such broad terms?

4. Some critics assert that Oedipus as a character is meant to symbolize mankind.  What characteristics support this assertion?  Do you think Sophocles was writing about one king or making a statement about the presumed or real place of humanity in the universe?

5. Consider the conclusion of the play.  What redemptive qualities exist?  Can Oedipus be seen as more fortunate at all?  What about the other characters?  The audience?

