Name:
	
	Highly Effective 15-20 points
	Strong 10-15
	Satisfactory 5-10
	Needs More Work 0-5

	Unity

Criteria #1:  The thesis is clear, fully realized, and insightful, and it clearly and effectively responds to the assignment.

_____/20
	· The thesis is effectively stated for the audience and it is fully realized in the essay. (It acts as the central controlling idea in the essay and the thesis idea is fully developed in the essay.)

· The thesis is insightful and it clearly expresses the writer’s point of view about the topic.

· The essay is unified – it is the central controlling idea and all paragraphs focus on it.

· The essay effectively responds to the assignment.

· The title originally reflects the content and thesis.
	· The essay contains a thesis statement that expresses a point of view about the topic.

· The essay contains a thesis statement that acts as the main point that all paragraphs work to support.

· Each paragraph contains a topic sentence that states the main point of the paragraph.

· The title of the essay reflects the content and thesis.
	· The essay has a main point of view that the writer works to support, but that point may not be immediately clear to the reader.

· The thesis statement either needs minor rewording or it’s misplaced.

· There is a main point in each paragraph that just needs statement to be clearer to the reader.

· The title of the essay reflects the content and thesis.

· Each paragraph focuses on the thesis.
	· The essay lacks a thesis.

· The thesis is superficial.

· The statement is a fact or an announcement rather than a point of view on the topic that needs support.

· Paragraphs are disconnected and are not all focused on supporting the thesis.

· Each paragraph lacks a main point that adds supporting evidence for the thesis.

· The title is missing or it needs revision to reflect the content and thesis of the essay.

	Introduction & Conclusion
Criteria #2:

The introduction & conclusion are effectively written and address the topic clearly.

_________/20
	· Highly effective introduction and conclusion that are highly original and thoughtful and reflect the writer’s consideration of the needs of the audience.
· The introduction and conclusion are purposeful and insightful.  Both reflect the writer’s control of the topic and the information that the audience needs.
	· The introduction establishes the writer’s purpose.
· The introduction grabs the reader’s attention.

· The introduction addresses the topic of the essay.

· The conclusion pulls together the main ideas of the essay.

· The conclusion addresses the significance of the thesis.
	· The introduction presents the topic of the paper to the audience.
· The introduction provides sufficient context for the thesis statement.

· The conclusion brings the paper to an end by restating the main points of the essay.

· Some revision may be needed to fully disclose the writer’s ideas and to strengthen the introduction and conclusion.
	· The introduction is unrelated to the topic of the essay and/or it needs revision to more effectively introduce the topic and necessary information.
· The conclusion is unrelated to the essay’s thesis and topic and/or it needs revision to address the importance of the thesis.

	Voice & Grammar
Criteria #3:

Sentences are clear, correct and concise.

_______/20
	· Full variety of sentence structures used correctly.
· Accurate and precise diction and phrasing.

· No grammatical, punctuation and mechanical errors.

· Engaging and individualized voice appropriate to the audience and purpose.
	· The word choice is varied and correct.
· Spelling is correct.

· Sentences are complete, clear, correct and concise.

· The sentences are varied.

· Punctuation is accurate.

· Voice is consistent.
	· The word choice is somewhat repetitive.
· In just a few instances the word choice is incorrect.

· There are a few grammar and syntax problems—no more than three—but these problems do not disrupt the audience’s understanding of the essay.
	· The word choice is incorrect and difficult to follow.
· The grammar and syntax errors in the essay make it difficult to read and keep the audience from fully understanding the writer’s point of view and explanations.

· Errors may include:  run-ons, fragments, and problems with punctuation, verb tense, subject verb agreement, articles, prepositions, parts of speech, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs
· Voice is inconsistent

	
	Highly Effective 15-20 points
	Strong 10-15
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	Support

Criteria #4:  Each body paragraph has a clearly stated topic sentence and is supported by a variety of relevant facts, examples, well-reasoned arguments and observations

________/20
	· Body paragraphs are supported by a variety of relevant facts, examples, well-reasoned arguments and observations.

· All points of evidence are specific and are fully explained to effectively demonstrate how the evidence supports the thesis

· Demonstrates specific attention to the relationship between the audience and purpose
	· Each body paragraph provides specific evidence, examples, facts, and arguments to support its topic sentence and the thesis.

· All support is developed and explained for the audience.
	· Each body paragraph provides evidence for the thesis.

· The paragraphs may need some development to make it clearer to the reader how the evidence supports the thesis and/or to fully explain the evidence.

· Ideas need unpacking to fully disclose the writer’s critical thinking and to make a clearer connection between the evidence and the writer’s claim.
	· The essay does not provide evidence for the thesis.

· The evidence needs more development.

· How the evidence supports the thesis needs to be made clearer for the reader.

· The connection between the writer’s claims and the evidence is unclear.

	Organization

Criteria #5:  The ideas presented in the essay are clearly and logically organized in relation to one another rand to the essay’s focus (thesis).
_____/20
	· Clear and logical organization of ideas in relation to one another and to the essay’s thesis.
· Appropriate and smooth transitions between paragraphs and sentences
	· The information in each paragraph addresses the topic sentence and thesis and is organized accordingly.
· Transitions are provided between paragraphs and sentences.
	· There are few sentences in the body paragraphs that are off-topic—not directly related to the thesis and/or the main point of the paragraph—that need to be omitted from the essay.
· Some transitions are provided but more are needed.
	· The body paragraphs need reorganization.
· The writer moves back and forth between ideas, rather than focusing on one supporting point fully before moving to another.

· No use of transitions.

· Unclear or random ordering of ideas.


