Literary Analysis/Theme
In the Time of the Butterflies

Twelfth World Literature 
Julia Alvarez’s novel In theTime of the Butterflies is about the courage and sacrifices of four women, the Mirabel sisters, and the bond they share.  Through the story’s narrative, the reader experiences what is like to live under a dictatorship and the harrowing horrors and joys the sisters share.  Through the story, Alvarez makes several statements about politics, patriarchal societies, personal convictions, societal expectations, and family bonds. 

Your assignment is to explore one of these ideas in a literary analysis essay.  Attached is a sheet listing several possible themes for the novel developed from these topics. As you read, analyze the themes and complete the sheet.  You may also develop your own theme. This worksheet becomes your prewrite for your essay.  From this process, choose one particular theme and write a richly-detailed, thesis driven composition that explores this theme and explain how it is illustrated in the novel. 

Requirements:

1. Your essay should be a minimum of five paragraphs and include an introduction and conclusion.
2. You should include a minimum of 4 quotes from the novel to support your ideas.

3. You should follow the claim, data, warrant format.

4. Your essay should be in MLA Format

5. You must have a prewrite, rough draft, peer edit, and rubric.  Each missing element will result in a 5 point deduction.

Deadlines

1. Final Draft Due:  May 9th
2. You must submit to Turnitin.com and print out the confirmation page.

